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THERE POLLOWS FULL TEXT OP A STATEMENT, ASCRIBED BY ENA TO THE 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE OF THE ARMED AND POLICE PORCES, RELEASED 
EVENING APRIL 27: 

"TWENTY PORMER CABINET MINISTERS AND OTHER OFPICIALS HAVE BEEN 
DETAINED BY UNITS OF THE ARMED AND POLICE FORCES AND WILL BE 
CONFINED IN ONE PLACE PENDING THE DECISION OP THE COMMISSION OF 
ENQUIRY WHETHER THEY ARE INNOCENT OR GUILTY. 

"A COMMITTEE WHICH COORDINATED THE ROUND UP OP PORMER MINIS- 
TERS AND OFFICIALS LAST NIGHT AND THIS MORNING AFTER INFORMING 
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HIS IMPERIAL MAIESTY HAILE SELASSIE I, DISCLOSED TODAY THAT 15 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



MEMBERS OF THE FORMER CABINET, INCLUDING THE EORMER PRIME MINIS- 
TER, TWO ENDERASSIES', THE FORMER CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF POLICE, 

THE FORMER LORDY MAYOR OF ADDIS ABABA AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE 
NATIONAL BANK OF ETHIOPIA HAVE BEEN DETAINED AT THE HEADQUARTERS 
OF THE FOURTH ARMY DIVISION. 

"THE CHAIRMAN OE THE COORDINATING COMMITTEE OF THE ARMED AND 
POLICE FORCES, HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE AT NOON TODAY AT THE 
FOURTH ARMY DIVISION AND CHARGED THAT BECAUSE THEY WERE ALLOWED 
TO MOVE FREELY, FORMER MINISTERS AND OFEICIALS HAD, THROUGH SIN- 
ISTER MACHINATION, TRIED TO SOW DISCORD AMONG THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 

"HE SAID NONE OF THE FORMER MINISTERS RESISTED ARREST AND 
SOME GAVE UP THEMSELVES VOLUNTARILY. 

"THE CHAIRMAN ALSO DISCLOSED THAT EIGHT EXECUTIVES OF THE 
GENERAL ETHIOPIAN TRANSPORT COMPANY, KNOWN AS ANBASSA BUS COM- 
PANY, WHICH SERVES ADDIS ABABA, HAVE ALSO BEEN DETAINED AT THE 
FOURTH ARMY DIVISION FOR QUESTIONING IN CONNECTION WITH CONTINUED 
STRIKE OF BUS DRIVERS THAT KEPT ADDIS ABABA WITHOUT A BUS SER- 
VICE FOR THE LAST 22 DAYS. 

"THE CHAIRMAN SAID THE DETAINED EORMER OFEICIALS WILL BE 
TREATED AS ALL PRISONERS AWAITING TRIAL. HE ADDED THAT IT WILL 
BE DECIDED IN THE FUTURE WHERE THEY WILL BE KEPT IN ADDIS ABABA. 

"THE EORMER MINISTERS DETAINED AT THE FOURTH ARMY DIVISION ARE 
H.E. TSEHAFE TAEZAZ AKLILOU HABTE WOLD, H.E. ATO AKALE WORK 
HABTE WOLD, H.E. ATO GETAHUN TESSEMA, H.E. LT. GEN. KEBEDE 
GEBRE, H.E. DR. TESEAYE GEBRE-EGZY, H.E. ATO KETEMA YIERU, 

H.E. ATO MULATU DEBEBE, H.E. ATO SEIEU MAHTEME-SELASSIE, H.E. 

ATO MAMMO TADESSE, H.E. ATO TADESSE YACOB, H.E. ATO KETEMA 
ABEBE, AND H.E. TSEHAFE TAEZAZ TEFERA WORK KIDANE WOLD. 

"THE EORMER AGRICULTURE MINISTER, H.E. DEJAZMATCH KASSA WOLDE 
MARIAM, IS SAID TO BE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

"OTHER OFEICIALS DETAINED ARE H.E. DEJAZMATCH SOLOMON 
ABRAHAM, FORMER 'ENDRASSIE' OF WOLLO GOVERNORATE, H.E. DEJAZMATCH 
SAHLU DEFAYE, EORMER 'ENDERASSIE' OF ARUSSI GOVERNORATE, LT. 
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GEN. YILMA SHIBESHI, FORMER CHIEE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE, H.E. 

DR. HAILE GHIORGIS WORKINEH, FORMER LORD MAYOR OF ADDIS ABABA, 

AND H.E. ATO MENASSIE LEMMA, GOVERNOR OF THE NATIONAL BANK OF 
ETHIOPIA. 

"THE CHAIRMAN OE THE COORDINATING COMMITTEE SAID THAT THE 
ACTION TAKEN IN DETAINING EORMER MINISTERS AND OFFICIALS WAS 
INTENDED TO RESTORE PEACE IN THE COUNTRY. HE SAID IT IS THE WISH 
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OF THE ARMED AND POLICE FORCES THAT THE ENTIRE ETHIOPIAN PEOPLE 
SAFEGUARD THE CROWN AND FOLLOW THE DIRECTIVES OF THE NEW CABINET 
FOR THE GENERAL PROGRESS OF THE COUNTRY. 

"THE CHAIRMAN SAID THE ENTIRE ETHIOPIAN ARMED AND POLICE 
FORCES ARE UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF THE NEW CABINET AND WILL 
RESIST ANY ONE WHO TRIES TO CREATE CHAOS IN THE COUNTRY AND 
DISUNITY AMONG THE PEOPLE. 

"HE STATED THAT THE NEW CABINET WILL ONLY BE ABLE TO CONCEN- 
TRATE ON ITS WORK PROGRAMME TO ALEVIATE THE GRAVE CRISIS THE 
COUNTRY IS FACING ONLY IF PEACE AND TRANQUILITY PREVAIL IN THE 
NATION. HE SAID EVERYONE SHOULD REALIZE THAT STRIKES AND DEM- 
ONSTRATIONS WILL ONLY HELP THOSE WHO HARBOUR ILL WILL AGAINST 
ETHIOPIA. 

" HE APPEALED, ON BEHALF OF THE ARMED AND POLICE FORCES, TO THE 
STRIKING EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY'S BUS COMPANY AND DRESSERS, COOKS 
AND CLEANERS IN ALL GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS TO RESUME WORK AND AWAIT 
DECISION TO THEIR DEMANDS. HE SAID THE SERVICES RENDERED BY BUS 
EMPLOYES AND HOSPITAL ASSISTANTS ARE VITAL AND THEY SHOULD 
RESUME WORK ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS." 

COMMENT: WE NOTE THAT (I) THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE OF 
COORDINATION HAS NOT RPT NOT YET BEEN IDENTIFIED; (2) THE LIST 
OF PRISONERS MAY WELL BE INCOMPLETE; (3) THE COMMISSION OF 
ENQUIRY REMAINS CENTRAL TO THE JUDICIAL PROCESSES TO WHICH THE 
DETAINEES ARE TO BE SUBJECTED; (4) THE EMPEROR WAS "INFORMED" NOT 
ASKED; (5) THE ACTION IS NOT RPT NOT TAKEN TO SET UP A MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT BUT IN SUPPORT OF THE ANNOUNCED REFORM PROGRAM OF THE 
ENDALKACHEW CABINET. 

WYMAN 
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